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sooner was power given to Guala to hold inquest in the
matter than Philip declared that the delay was intoler-
able. A brief letter which he sent to the legate at the
beginning of 1209 is worth quotation in full,
1' Philip, by the grace of God, King of the Franks,
to his beloved Guala, cardinal deacon of S. Mary in
Porticu and legate of the apostolic see, salutation and
sincere goodwill Your goodwill is aware that our clerk
whom we sent to the apostolic see is returned. The
lord pope puts so many matters and so many delays in
our business, that, as it seems to us, he does not will to
liberate us, as we need, at once. Wherefore, since it is
evident to us that he will not liberate us as it is
expedient for us, we command that, concerning that
matter, unless you have anything that may be done, you
shall make no further stay in this land."
So the affair dragged on. Innocent wrote to Philip
that the glory of his great conquests was dimmed by his
conduct to his queen. To Ingeborgis he wrote of the
consolations of religion. " As by marriage you are called
to rule over others, be you also mistress of yourself, in
that strife whereby God would prove your virtue.
Support yourself in all your suffering with a contrite
spirit, not only with submission but with glad acceptance
of the Divine Will Your Father would prove you as
fathers of this world prove their children, who bring
them up not in pleasures but in hardness."
Philip meanwhile was knitting closer his political
alliance with the Holy See. He was at least friendly
to the Albigensian war. He was summoning his
bishops to send men to aid the pope in his struggle
with Otto. He was still discussing unsavoury details
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